THE DIGGERS

Dorchester Garden Club

Mark Your Calendars

February, 2014

9 dVoices of Indiantows DorchesterCouny Historical
Society Robbins Cente&Zambridge2pm

12 DGC Workshop 4 Transparency Desig®Id Trinity
Episcopal Church, Church Creek 10reran.
Presented byludy Slaughter. Sigip required

17 Presidents Day

March, 2014
1-9 Philadelphia Flower ShowRTculture
5 District 1 Annual Meetingbunes Manor Hotel, Ocean

City, 9:30 am RSVMMary Jo Papin by February 19
with $25 checlpayable to WCGCS

9 Daylight Saving Time Begins

14 Dorchester Garden Club Annual Meeting
Cambridge Yacht Club, 11:30 am

20 First Day of Spring

25 FGCM Annual State Meetinburf Valley Club,
Ellicott City8am-2pm

April, 2014

34 EnvironmentalSudies SchoobiThe Living EarthDeep
Creek State Park, Swanton, MD (Enrollment limited)

4-6 25" Anniversary Art Blooms at the Walterdor the
Love of Art and FlowegBaltimore

5 49" Annual Daffodil ShowGoing GreeX Reus&
Reduc& Recyclé St. Andrews Parish Hall, Princess
Anng 1-5 pm

11 Dorchester Garden Club Monthly Meetingsardens
as Art and Art for the Gardén

13 oButterflies are Freé Vollmer Center, Cylburn
Arboretum,2-3 pm

15 First Day of Passover

1516 Maryland Dafodil ShowMaryland Daffodil Society,
Shops at Kenilworth

20 Easter Sunday

22 Last Day of Passover

Note: registration information for all programs sp@ored by
other clubs can be foundlt:
htto://www.facofmd.ora/Calendar of Events.html

February, 2014



http://www.fgcofmd.org/Calendar_of_Events.html
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The D. Landreth Seed Co. and the Story of Ame@iGaeat SeedHouses

The January 10, 2014 meeting of the Dastier Garden Club held at the
Eastern Shore Hospital Cer®English Hall was a truly memorable
experience for club members and guests.

The amazingresentation byBarbara Planholt MelerdPresident and CEO
of the D. Landreth Seed Compargced the history othe seedtrade in
America from Landret® establishment in 1784 to the modern dagnd
the vital role that it played in theuilding of our nation from thelays ofour
FoundingFathers and throughout history.

Sincepurchasing Landreth in 200Barbara andher husbandPeterhave
made it their mission to restore Landreth apceseve therich history of
this compary and theirworld renownedheirloom seed business.

As gardeners, we can hedpstain this American treasuls sharimg their
story and supporting their business.

S T =&

Our 60rigin and Roots2013 yearbook cover design by Terry Cardiliapturedthe style ofLandreti@ beautiful
seedcatalogs Terry and otheclub members enjoyed the opportunity to purchase heirloom seeds at the meeti

Adeliciouslunch wasprepared by Fran CollisWays and Means table Kay Karminski and Bobbie Templ
Judy Slaught@ ESHEeam did a brisk business! officially became ounewest active
members. Welcome!
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First Place Desigblass Xit Matches Second Place Desi@iass Xit
My Mother@ Heérloom China Matches My Mothe® Heirloom Chirea
Judy Slaughter Ellen Rhindfuss

And the Horticulture entries were truly exquisite. Here ism@asing.
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February Garden Tips from Maryland Extension

Here are some Garden Tips for February from the Maryland Extension System Home and Garden Center.

Lawns

Late February through the end of March is the second best time (the optimum time is late August through mid-October) to
over-seed your lawn to make it thicker or to cover bare areas. The freezing and thawing of the soil this time of the year
helps the seed to get good soil contact.

Woody Ornamentals

Trees and shrubs can still be pruned now. You may notice excessive sap bleeding from pruning cuts on elm maple, birch,
dogwood, beech, walnut, magnolia, tulip poplar and redbud. This bleeding is harmless to the tree.

Make a Plan!

Review garden notes and last year® successes and failures when you make this year® garden plan

Leftover Seeds

Check the germination rate of old, questionable seed. Place 20 seeds between moistened paper towels roll up the towel
and place it in a plastic bread bag. Put the bag on top of the refrigerator or other warm location and check after 5-7 days

to see what percentage has germinated. Discard seed lots with less than 75% germination.

Vegetable and Herb gardening
If starting seeds indoors, set up florescent grow lights, and gather needed materials: pots, trays, soil less mix.

Consider purchasing some floating row cover material to protect crops against insects and promote early growth. A
floating row cover is a light weight spun fabric that permits light and water to enter, traps the soils natural heat and keeps
out pest insects.

Fresh tarragon, rosemary, and mint sprigs can be purchased in food markets and rooted indoors in a soil less mix to be
grown under cool white fluorescent bulbs. The new plants can then be set outdoors in pots or garden beds in May.

Wildlife
Continue to feed wild birds through the remaining winter weeks.

Black oil sunflower seeds and suet cakes are a good choice for a wide
variety of birds.

Keep bird feeders clean and provide your wild birds with fresh water.
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For the love of birds DIYHeart-shaped bird feeder

By mommyappolis.com

¢CKA& LINR2SOG A& ljdza Ol Bhima YR2SYWBNUE ¥ Y Sy S ELSahadmKB T
shaped bird feederThey®e fun to mak& take about 20 minutes to toss togetherand theye peanut free!
L3

| SNB3Qa& GKS &02 2 LI Youwil also need:
large mixing bowl
heart shaped cookie cuttés)

1 3/4 cup flour
1 1/2 cup water nonstick spray
1 1 envelope unflavored gelatin straw for making a hole in the
(2.5 teaspoons) ornament
1 3 thsp corn syrup parchment or wax paper or tin foll
1 4 cups birdseed cookie sheet
{1 ribbonor twine

=A =4 -4 =4

= =4

Mix flour, water, gelatin and corn ~ Place cookie cutter on a parchment  This recipe made 13 heartserfect for

syrupin a bowl lined cokie sheet. Spoon mixture gifts!
inside of cookie cutter, pressing
Add birdseed and stir until mixture firmly. (The birdseed stuck  You will want to let them dry-8
combing! to my fingers a bit, but if you grease hours. We made ours in the afternoon
GKSY GKIF G ¢2deheRy and before bed | flipped them on their sid
Spray the inside of a heart cookie more you press it down, the less to make sure the back side dried, as
cutter with cooking spray. sheddng of seeds you will havéill well. We then just let them sit until the
cookie wtters to the brim! Once morning. They were very solid by that

they are full, take your straw and time.

poke a hole in the top for the

ribbon. Make sure the straw goes Thread ribbon or twine through thhole
all the way through to the and youe done!

pan. Carefully lift the cookie cutter

up. LG &af ARSa NA3IK

to your heart and makerather

one!
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Just in time for Valentind® Day dRescueRosé&
From the February 201BLOSSOMS Newslett#dST FOR FLOWER LOWERBe Flower Godmother

Whether you do it yourselfi the process of handlingr find a rose akady broken in your packagé can be
disheartening. No worriesf K SNBEQa |+ &adz2NB FANB gl e G2 alft@rasS AdG | yR

Even with a stem this short this bloom can be rescued, hydrate
and enabled tdloom into its full glory.

Just find very small or shallow container like a votive candle
holder, a ramekin, or a cordial glass

Shown on the rightis the glass lid to
a candle jar.

It@ been embellished with décor wire
on the outside and a few coils of dec
wire on the inside; to hold the single
broken rose bloom in position.

The rose is reut and positioned to sit Opening beautifully and lasting for over a week in this
upright in the lid full of water. southern exposure windowill.



